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about" have given lately such different accounts that the
uncertainty of my letters reaching you has prevented me
from making a communication which I have for some
time past intended to make—it is one that is drawn upon
you by the celebrity you have acquired in the literary
world and by the obligation which that celebrity has
created of using your talents in such a way as to promote
the greatest good. I will explain my object without fur-
ther preface. I know not whether you have ever turned
your attention to the state of our penal law, or have
formed an opinion on the great question whether death
ought ever to be inflicted as a punishment—I have, and
have come to the conclusion that as society is now formed
neither justice nor necessity nor expediency require or
permit this punishment. The process of reasoning by
which I arrive at this conclusion will be found with much
other matter which I do not require you to read, in a
report made to the General Assembly of Louisiana in the
year 1822 and in the introductory report to the Code of
Crimes and punishments, both of which I now send to
you with the rest of the work. These parts of it I do
request you read with the attention that the subject,
rather than the mode in which it is discussed, requires.—
If the result of this investigation or of any previous
attention you may have given to the subject should be a
coincidence of opinion with me, you will not find the
request I am about to make an extraordinary one, for you
will feel it a duty to cooperate in the abolition of a prac-
tice supported only by prejudice and the fear of innova-
tion which outrages humanity, and disgraces the legisla-
tion of the civilized world.
You are one of the very, very few whose works are not
only read in all civilized nations, but by all the reading

